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EIGHT words

in
the prospectus of a
small independent
school on the banks

of the Thames
mark it out from
the rest.

Bt James retains

corporal punishment for
senior boys.

While Elon, Harrow and
Rughy have sncoumbed o
pﬂ]g;lmll:r gorrech  pressure
to ban the cane, parents
sending 10-year-olds o this
traditional schoal in
Twickenham, South-Wast
London, have to sign a form

permitting itz wuse i
DECRSEATY.
Simple

And as the Covernment
examines how it could bring

back ,phgéﬁbmenh

B -
#Micholas Debenham [5)
amadamant tha works.

T CAnUE
What's more, mest of his
puplis agres.
¥et Mr Debenham's [&
certainly & lone volce, the
antithesia of the wvisws of
the liberal-minded
educational establishment,
the wvery people now
batiling to enforce
disaipling In olass.
atfrporal punishment has
TS pacruary clvilised
“He ko,

PO

ven the boys
re

AND THE PUPILS WHO BACK BEATINGS#

voted to
eep the cane

) fels fBir
COMVIVIAL: 5t Jamea Sc
difference between right
and wrong,' he says. “They
don't mind a simple whaek
on the backside If 1k s just
This mild-mannered
Camhbridge graduate, head
of E5000-a-year Bt James
glnee It was founded 32
years ago, belleves aoclety
has sutfersd sines corporal
_ punishment was outlawed

] .;_H' b i
hool coxes care and purposs

M

in stote schools 10 years ago
... and any achool would
find this hard to deny.

His beliels go back to
childhood — he was caned
at o Berkshire prep school
pefore  attending Radiey
College in Oxfordshire.

Yat to most hends — and
aveny parents — the words
corparal punishment  go

hand=-in-hand with
repressiori  and classroom
brutality.

Bt James, though -
whers there was a 10 per
cent past mate at GCSE and
A-levpl — oozes convivialiby
and purposs.

And when Ita 180 boys
were asked recently if the
cane should be banned, the
majority voted No.

Senlor  prefect  Simon
Coulson, 18, says “There's
cortainly o fear of it, but it
It more a deterrent than
anything. Boys know Ik will
be used for repested serious
offences.”

But caning =— three
whatka neroes the backside
in the head's study — is
resorted to oniy after
severn] wirnings.

Mr Debenham’s argument

for retaining corporal
punishment will surprise
[y,

*The real care of children
Is & two-handad operation —
the hand of kve and the
hand of punishment You
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must use them both.”
Parent Marian Boddy, who
has two sons at Bt James,
agross,

‘They've always Dbeen
happy these' she says, We
ghese the school for its atyle
of edueatisn — ond strict
discipline is part of that

BEven 8o, Mr Debenham

rarely hes (o use his cade,
ardl now keeps it ol home
Last year only one bBOY.
aged 14, wos bealen. |
And the hesd would [be
pleased U he never had to
use the eane again. f
‘I keep I%"  he
‘hecause I reckon
country neads it
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