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h;I‘HGI'H,.Y secretive rie]igiu:uus cult founded
in London 40 years ago is operating an
educational charity offering courses In

econocics and philosophy to the public.

The organisation which now has branches in at
least 15 countries has h-ue& condemned by several
leading churchmen as “evil™ afler Lthey came ACross
numerous cases of people with mental problems and
mbritil breakdowns, Now the matter &5 to be ralsed
atthe General Synod later this year. _

A Standard investigation has uncoversd puzEling
links between the cult, called. the School of Economic
Setence; the Liberal Party, the Church of England
and four lnl:l:jpmdl:nt schools with a total of more
timn 600 -puplis. ’

Two leading colt members are standing as
Liberal candldates in the General Election.

Thousands of people, many in influential pro-
fessional positions, have commitied thelr lives to the
cult and its revered leader Leooarde da Vinc
MacLaren, a former barrister known as The Master,

The cult's ideas are & mixture of philosophy and
mellgion culled from many anclent feachings.

Teday the S5ES derives most
of s spiriteal enlizhtenment

Tie Master im 1365t — —

B E T
b,

ROGER PINCHAM
— Ex-Liberal chmirman.

JOHN BURNETT
‘Liberalandidate, -
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... Tt'is ruining alot of lives, says Bishop
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Election candidates are leaders

'WHEN SES membe:s lake
-Jan interest in pelitics they
turn to the Lib#ﬁ if.n#lg.:d-
Liberal candida i
slone and Leominster are also
jeaders offthis toll and. many
cople helping in their General

ertion campaipns baye been.

SES members,

In Leominster, the Liberal
eandidate is Roger Fincham:
For the (hree years up o last
Christmas hfp'f" chairman
of the Libera] Parly. T

Mr Pinchim has besn- an

cinae

' pne the Liberal
can te-ols John Buorpett,

another lifelong

count oo the ac assistance
a pom of BES members
in his eampai
SES members took an gctive
pari in bafh  candidaies
adoplion meel inﬁs. Al least
two travelled the 138 miles

< that the colt's

BES .disciple
haldstone -

from London to Leominster to
vole for Mr Pincham as candi-
date and scveral of Mr
Pinrham's SES  colleagues
boaked into loeal hotels to
help during the hustings.

A _swealihy ulﬁ{ stockbroker,
Mr Pincham, 47, has !‘nuﬁht
—the - beominsler sest -in- five

elece qns sinee 1970.%He jolned =-

the Liberal EE;;{ in 1563,
 When  we interviewed
Mr Pincham abonot his invelve-
ment with the SES, sgnlor
fgures in the Liberal Party
were apparent! OnAWATe
or members
were supporlers.

After The Standard began
its Ingoiry, while Mr Pincham
was € af the Liberal
Pariy, he took hall a pa
in the Liberal News to exp
to pari 'i:lihml‘i:bmﬁ his conpec-
tion

Under the headline: * This
‘Sehoal .threalens mno g
neither do 1" he explained h
connection with the SES, and
‘meotioned that members had
helped him campaign in his
constiluency.

. ik SLC

and the

Their help, he said, hod been
o matter of “personal support
and mnot at Lhe direction of
the school”

In the 1579 election three
other SES members
stood  for election. One was
MMr Pincham's brother Johni

Tt uhns.gfnsmnu and

meem o oy

At Dialdsione the Liberal
randidate in 1878 was John
Burnetlt, a Liberal couneillor
there since 1973 and an SES
member who i standing
arain Lhis year.

‘Non-political’

Lasi might Mr Borneii sald
of the BES: "It's absolutely
non-political by [ts congtitn-
ton aod by ils very operation.
I believe it has people be-
hnqq.n-g to all parties in it
“The connection of my
Liberal !Pnrt)r =
nlir ecolncidental.
t“li#rl thonght the School
was in aoy way dolng some-
thing that I thooghi was In
no way acceptable or respon-

sible, frankly 1 would leave
L

Yel nnother Liberal hopelal
In 1979 was SES member
Jeremy Nicboer, a 43-year-old
solicitor who stood for East
Grinstead, coming second
with 11,102 voles.

All the candidates deny their
invalvemenl wilh (he Liberal
Parivy had any conneclion
with the SES.

Instead H is claimed that
economic theories preached by
the founder of the school, Mr
Andrew Maclares, o pre-war.
Labour MP who championed
land reform, colncide with
Liberal Party tradition, so
SEE members were naturally
attracted.

In fapk -the present lcader
of the:SER, -Mr. ’
son Leol, Stoo

: The
Standard: * The School aof
Economie® Science does Dot
fedl the Llberal Parly should
be supporied. The SEE does
not have political views.

Tragic case of the silent son

IATY MITCEELL |5 a
schizophrenic and has
Alter

MENT aREMpLE WO

care for the iness his p&ren'?ls have
Lm
mental. bospiial under Seetion 26 of

been  forcsd W commmit

the Mental Health Acts
The cauze of his illness

known for certain but Isin's parents
hiz membershl
gl ithe SES_4id oot helg Al

pre conyioced [hat

Lig & i

chrople
nardiy
spoken a word Tor six years.

Hilers—a ragic cobDlrast

nnd s polential,

vergity. His
were  confident
bright career,

His
the SES,

oy, ut

Lo
1= nob

8 Tis

to the promize He showed belore he
joined the SES in 1874

Ialn was 8 musician *ith great
He had won &
stady music ft Southampton Uni-
friends &anod
he would hbave

irlfriend Introduced nim fto
Iain's sister said;
BEE thry were
unconventional people with
& heslthy-disréspect lor authorily.”

place Lo

relatiy memb nd
o Jh‘.‘: her married

“ Bafore
Lively,

Taln still believes In what the SES
taught him. He nodded when a:ked
if he thought the SES wes & worlh-
whils” organisation. *

Mri;x ig mg:rleﬂ to & devout SES
Al

e, Her husband
successiyl businessman.

Ene sald: " He used o be such a
cheerful person, but DoOw.we .gel no
enjoyiment out of Ufe. 1
tidering divorce, but'I stil Jove him

“I'm.not allowed 0 cook for him

Heves it has ruined
5 &

Bn OG-

COLrees.

“There Is a great difference
tEn inspired by
what you haye learned Lo ﬁﬂ
n:l.&m 2 somethin Ini?u pug“e
€; AN b\‘-'llllm"-l publie
life to do it ]

“Arg yon saying Lhai a
member of a chorch or a Jew
shonld not have mph.ini Lo
do with politics because (hey
are living oot what lh? have
been tauoght in Church

“1 bave bheen aware of

eople who have- lefi

chool and been uoohapp
nfter It. But of the thousands
who have heen lo the Scheal
over th;ﬁnt 2530 -years—the
eat arity wo say - it
s been worthwhile and

hey:
In.n! found semething of

value

“It'a mot & secrel organisa-

tlon, il"s an organisation (hat
does not sack E:hll ty."
. Jaler . Pin '_',;nﬂt:tl_:;d:
deciszlon to enber “polities” ﬁ
entirely at my' gwn: inftintive.
and in mo way &t the behest
of the Scheol of FEronomic
Science or anyone else”

"9 o

and our sex life s very poor. He hns-
t the evea of o fapatie, and has
ost A lot of welght and locks U
something sut of -
come o pathetlo creature, completely
controlleds” | A
Senlor
organisation
people but argue that mental break-
downs that might occur copld have
happened il.::i‘sl"ﬂtrmaEI They say peonle
are free Lo leave the
are not forced to po

ke
elsen. He' bas be-

o[
members, . agTes. Lhe
makes demands on

organisation and.
on residential

Goah -
o TS



- Wealth
“all over
:- the
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world

FROM A humble beginning
. as an esoteric economic
study group in a rented
*IEI:I?“H In Westminster,

g School of Economic
Seience. has turned into
a world wide movement.
Todny there are outposts. ]

Austratla), New' ealtnd

. ALC g ;
c 'I%'nadad.

FijL

Malta, Spaln.. Cypru
Greece, Etﬁglu.m. Ir an?:'
and Holland. 5
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There are centres in some 20
British cities but, as with
the overseas off-shoots, they
sometimes operate unde:
different names.

They might be called The
School of Practical Philo:-
ophy, The. School -of Phllo:-
oglﬁ?. or _the Practica:
Philosophy Foundation—but
all were started by senior
SES followers.

And wherevér- the SES s
there is mioney—lots of 1
Worldwide, the * properi:

- _<holdings -alone amount to

milllons..of . pounds.

The .accumulation of wealth

comes from quests, en-
dowments, covenants, dona-
tions' and fees charged for
" philogophy " classes, and
--Tesidentjal courses, -

out” by the -extiaordinary
. demands made-on--the time
and energy of members.
' 0
Offshoot
London properties owned by
_the movement include three
houses in Queen's Gate,
Kensington where Its head-
quarters is based : a large
house in Chepstow Villas,
Notting Hill, and .a hugh
mansion on the top «of
Telegraph- il in Hamp-
stead.

Several of the buildings
double as premises for the
independen children’s
schools run by the Indefen-
dent Education Association,
an SES offshoot.

e

-

In
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The movement also owns 2

large .- .mansion in Water-
perry, - Oxfordshire—bought
with the- aid of a £100.000

: g'lit. —-which ‘it uses for in-
uct

lon colirSes and retreats
The movement appears L0
have undergone a radical re-
think since the days before
the 'war “when Labour MP
Andrew MacLaren set it up

‘Maclaren fell -Increasipgly ut

odds with his-Labour Party
colleagues, -however, and
eventually left the partr. In
1945 he stood as an Inde-
%endenn, but lost the seat In
urslem, ‘Staffordshire Lthat
he had held for more than
20 years.
the 1950s MacLaren's
son Leon, a barrister, began
to make his influence fe!:
in the movement.

He began fto-mave Lhe SE=
In hbhe -:;li_l_'ecﬁlc;n of phiir
saphy end T on.
LEdg;}Tz ls'elge-ld in  sul

esteem that -he ijs known s
The Master,

He |s regarded as a searing
- judge of character—bul us

one former- - member said
“I *don't--think Lhere 18
much love there.”




