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FRITH OLIVER is 32, a sec-
retary, divorced and the
mother of two children. She
wouid consider herself blessed
now because she is happily
“ordinary .

At 16. however, as a tutor in
the bland-sounding School of
Eeonomic Science (SES), she was

considered close to God, the
Absolute.

She had the power to strip
people of  their sell-esteem  and

direct thelr lives in the way the
SES saw fit. She had the power
because she was one of the Chosen,

At the age ot 20, following the
tenets of the SES, Frith Oliver did
not have her husband at the birth
of their dauzhter. He had con-
sidered a vehearsal of the SES
orchestra more important, The SES
always comes before family commit-
ments,

Frith Oliver placed her two
children. now 14 and 12, in SES
schools (three of which still operate
in Londony. Her son was bullied,
her daughter was rezarded as rebel-
lious beeause her adberence to SES
ggmclplea was flawed. The schools

lieve in corporal punishment, cold
showers, long hours, and teach SES
behefs, Among them is the idea
that a woman's rdle is totally sub-
servienl to her husband. She has
ne feelings. ne cpmions,

“All women are Elmlt.:.'." Frith
Oliver was told by the modestly-
named Leonardo da Vined, the SES's
leader. “The only true aim of
l;h?ln'_lh-r-: mmst be to purge that
guilt.”

Purgzing the gnilt involved dress-
ing the tamily pnly in noo-synthetie
fibres. preparing  oold  vepetarian
foad, using ng modern appliances to
help with the houvsework. Alon
withi the men. {ollowers of the S
adopl The Measure. They sleep for
only five hows a night, rize at dawn,
study the Scriptures, Sanskrit. calli-
graphy and practise meditation

Celibacy iz advecated exeept for

procreation: popuwlar cullure in any
form s distiked: iodlvidoals are
expected to work Ior the SES in

much of their free time.
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Feelings., 1 was told. were nob
true. Frith Oiiver savs: “II a
person  experienced, for t!:ctl‘:ngle.
grief, this was a negative emotion
and untrue a person who
expressed such an emotion was
denying the truth and shoeuld be
punished . . .”

This rule applies even to those
too younz to know what *the
truth " might be,

Frith Oliver was a_child of the
SES. Her parents, civil servants in
Mew Zealand., Both belonged, Frith
was brought to London at the age
of 13 for =special training by Leon
MacLaren. Thousanhds of others,
however, have joined as adults,
n.]:tp-lreur.!:.',uf their own volition. Or

have they ? 3 .

In Secret Cult (just published
by Lion., price £1-957 bzr The
Standards chiet investigative
reporter, Petér Hounam, and Andrew
Hogzg, new a Sunday Times reporter,
the authors argue that initlally
recriits de no! know what the SES
involves. By the time they do, the
Sehool's melihods. teathings and
disciplines which, they argue, have
similaritics with classic forms of
brainwashing. make it difficult for

u  Dbeliever to make a rational
decision.
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The secrecy of the SES, they
contend, make its influence insidious,
It has members in the Liberal
Party. it has former members in
the Chureh of England: its activities
m Malta were sufficient to alarm
the Catholic Church.

Until Hounam and H revealed
details of the SES's sm%%{s in The

Standard, in the summer of 1983,
verv many of the parents of children
at the schools were unaware of the
connection,

One mother, lor instance, asked
Sheila Caldwell, headmistress at the
time ot Bt James's and St Vedast
zirls’ schools. why she wore a long
skirt  (the dress advocated {for
womend., It was only after some
evasive replies and more pressure
did Ms Caldwell admit that it had
something to do with her philosophy.
“The trith is that ancient tradition
has it that a lady does have her
body mm&letely covered . . .”
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This kind of secrecy—there 1s no
material available to the general
public about the teachings of the
SES, no member will openly disenss
his or her beliefs—plus otiier aspects
such as the presence of a stron
leader, unauestioning ohedience an
the disruption of all normal family
life, convinced Hounam and H—:{ﬁg
after a year's investigation that the
SES 1z a velizlous eult, "a strange
and destruetive organisation that is
penetratling the corridors of power.”

David Boddy. a former director
of Press relations at Conservative
Central OfTice and a leading member
of the SES, lias reoeatedly sald the
Bchool i not a cull but & method
ol learning tivough which people
cun brooaden their understanding.

He avgnes that there is a differ-
etice between “private” and
“secret” and it is the right of every
stident to study in private,”

Cull or evlture. the SES does bear

all the traits of a religious sect,
Since  time began, veligious sects
have existed alongside orthodox

religious views,
Members o! sects don't just want
Lo believe, ther need to believe they
are special—different {rom the rest,
They are the Choz:en and need to
beliave in o way that sets them
apart from the ordinary mortal.
From  the Hussites to the
Jeliovrah's Wilnesses and those who
digd ot Jonesiown, the character-
istics are identical. As one woman,
a [uriner SES member has said, they
are * people who have been given a
place 5o that they feel part of some-
thing. . . . Il a sect pives some
spiritval =atizfaction, be it the SES,
the Moomes or whalever, are we
entitled to raise objections? The
history of the Schoeol as told by
Hounam and Hogz gives some pos-

sible answers,
is British-born and
based.

Andrew MacLaren, a Labour
was orizinally a study group
spread Lthe ideas of the 19th-century
economist, Hemry George. George
argued for the abolition of all taxes
except for the imposition of a land
tax. The ecolonic SEERLE
applies. -
Andrew g
a barristebs
Aather Lecn

The SES
Founded 40 vears ago bi{
" to
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he lives in a number of mansions,
has a taste for claret and iz nsally
attended by = voung maidens,” * Onee
Leon, ealled The Master, took over,
the beliefs ot the SES grew like a

tehwork quilt: a bit of Platonic
hought here. some Hinduism there,
a little Gurdjieff and a lot of self-
denigration.

The reward Is that once
Apocalypse arrives, only the SES
belizvers will survive.. All of which
begins mnocuously enough with an
individual signing on for evening
classes in philesop ]_.r and economics,
A couple of vears later the student
will find the commitment has built
up; meditalion 15 added. then week-
end courses and residential weeks
and a limited diet and a shortage of
filefp and an increasing burden of

uties.

Celia left the SES In
Sydney (the School operates under
sﬂghtg different names in Holland.
the USA and Australasia). She tells
how her daughter [rom the age of
eight spent most evenings on
domestic duties. cleaning bachelors'
flats, clpanig]g toilet bowls, on the
instruction of the SES. 3

Celia herself performed similar
tasks, day in. day out, until she could

the
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only c¢ry, think of nothing and
struggle to t by. Frith Oliver,
ust before she left the SES in 1978,

wmd resched a similar state. Her
two children were even more
affected. Bollh had asthma attneks
and their confidence, she savs, had
been peeled away.

In 1883 Frith Oliver decided to
remove them from SES schools. The
children's father, with the help of
sentor SES members. tock her to
coumrt to fight for custods. They
unsuccessiully attempted to prove
her incompetence as a  mother.
Gradually, the three have resumed a
mormal lile,

“1 feel very fortunate now
because each day is good.” Frith
says, " but even so I feel a terribin
fear il I have any contact at all
wfi!'ihi SES people. 1It's llke a panie
within," :

Some, perhaps many. followers of |

the SES will say (i
& exvilis
sects an f
ments which demand the saerifice;
GI marriages. mental stability and
personal confidence, is not to ban
or proscribe—it is to investigate and
publicise them as Hounam and Hozg
and others have done. _ -

18y are zatizfed.

sogiety's reaction to culis, 4
or educational establish- /
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